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Master-Seminar (Winter Term 19/20)
Recent Topics in Macroeconomics – Climate Economics

If you need further information than provided in this info-sheet, please contact Matthias Beulmann
(matthias.beulmann@uni-goettingen.de).

Grading
Grading will be based upon the following:

1) Seminar paper (15 pages, in English or German)

2) Presentation (30 minutes, presumably in English)

3) Discussion of another topic (5 minutes, presumably in English)

The seminar paper accounts for 50% of the final grade. Presentation and discussion accounts for the other 50%
of the final grade. Students need to pass both of these requirements in order to pass the seminar.

Dates
◦ 23.10.2019, 13:00, room 0.168 (Oec): Introductory meeting. Attendance is required!

◦ Until 30.11.2019, 15:00: After the intromeeting, you have one week to submit your application for
the seminar, either in paper form (page 4 of this document) in room 2.201 (Oec) or via email to
matthias.beulmann@uni-goettingen.de. You can name up to 4 topic preferences, with no guarantee gi-
ven that you will receive one of your preferred topics as your seminar topic. In case that there are more
applications than available places we will distribute the places according to the study regulation.

◦ Starting from 01.11.2019: publication of the list of participants and the list of topics.

◦ 01.11. – 14.11.2019: binding registration or cancellation via FlexNow.

◦ 10.12.2019: submission of your seminar paper no later than 23:55. A .pdf version is to be sent to Matthias
Beulmann (matthias.beulmann@uni-goettingen.de), a paper copy is not necessary. Please notice that
due to organizational constraints, the submission deadline of the seminar paper cannot be
extended by any circumstance (e.g. illness).

◦ Starting from 16.12.2019: publication of the exact schedule for the block meeting in January and the
matching between topics and discussants.

◦ Until 09.01.2020, 18:00: submission of the slides of your seminar presentation. A .pdf version is to be
sent to Matthias Beulmann (matthias.beulmann@uni-goettingen.de).

◦ 10.01.2020 and 11.01.2020, both in room 1.165 (Oec).: block seminar.

Attendance at the intoductory meeting and the blocked seminar is compulsory.

Required background knowledge
Necessary: BA-courses in Mathematics, Econometrics, Macro- and Microeconomics
Helpful: Introductory MA-courses on Macro- and Microeconomics and Econometrics
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Topics
Please make sure to use the source provided here, and not an alternative working paper version of an article.

1. The Economic Impacts of Climate Change
Reference: Deschenes, O., and Greenstone, M. (2007). The economic impacts of climate change: evidence from
agricultural output and random fluctuations in weather. American Economic Review, 97(1), 354-385.

2. The Social Cost of Carbon Revisited
Reference: Pindyck, R. S. (2019). The social cost of carbon revisited. Journal of Environmental Economics and
Management, 94, 140-160.

3. Projections and Uncertainties about Climate Change
Reference: Nordhaus, W. (2018). Projections and uncertainties about climate change in an era of minimal cli-
mate policies. American Economic Journal: Economic Policy, 10(3), 333-60.

4. The Distribution of Environmental Damages
Reference: Hsiang, S., Oliva, P., and Walker, R. (2019). The distribution of environmental damages. Review of
Environmental Economics and Policy, 13(1), 83-103.

5. Transition to Clean Technology
Reference: Acemoglu, D., Akcigit, U., Hanley, D., and Kerr, W. (2016). Transition to clean technology. Journal
of Political Economy, 124(1), 52-104.

6.Directing Technical Change From Fossil-Fuel to Renewable Energy Innovation
Reference: Noailly, J., and Smeets, R. (2015). Directing technical change from fossil-fuel to renewable energy
innovation: An application using firm-level patent data. Journal of Environmental Economics and Management,
72, 15-37.

7. Carbon Taxes, Path Dependency, and Directed Technical Change: Evidence from the Auto
Industry
Reference: Aghion, P., Dechezlepretre, A., Hemous, D., Martin, R., and Van Reenen, J. (2016). Carbon Taxes,
Path Dependency, and Directed Technical Change: Evidence from the Auto Industry. Journal of Political Eco-
nomy, 124(1), 1-51.

8. Substitution Between Clean and Dirty Energy Inputs
Reference: Papageorgiou, C., Saam, M., and Schulte, P. (2017). Substitution between clean and dirty energy
inputs: A macroeconomic perspective. Review of Economics and Statistics, 99(2), 281-290.

9. Adapting to Climate Change
Reference: Barreca, A., Clay, K., Deschenes, O., Greenstone, M., and Shapiro, J. S. (2016). Adapting to climate
change: The remarkable decline in the US temperature-mortality relationship over the twentieth century. Jour-
nal of Political Economy, 124(1), 105-159.

10. Evolving comparative advantage and the impact of climate change
Reference: Costinot, A, D Donaldson and CB Smith (2016), Evolving comparative advantage and the impact of
climate change in agricultural markets: Evidence from 1.7 million fields around the world. Journal of Political
Economy 124(1): 205–248.

11. Temperature, Physiology and the Wealth of Nations
Reference: Heal, G., and Park, J. (2013). Feeling the heat: Temperature, physiology & the wealth of nations
(No. w19725). National Bureau of Economic Research

12. Temperature and the Allocation of Time
Reference: Graff Zivin, J., & Neidell, M. (2014). Temperature and the allocation of time: Implications for climate
change. Journal of Labor Economics, 32(1), 1-26.

13. Climate Migrants and Local Conflicts
Reference: Bosetti, V., Cattaneo, C., and Peri, G. (2018). Should they stay or should they go? Climate Migrants
and Local Conflicts (No. w24447). National Bureau of Economic Research.

14. Conflict, Climate, and Cells
Reference: Harari, M., and Ferrara, E. L. (2018). Conflict, climate, and cells: a disaggregated analysis. Review
of Economics and Statistics, 100(4), 594-608.
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The seminar paper
Content:
In your seminar paper you should present the idea and the central mechanisms of the underlying journal
article in your own words. The objective of the seminar paper is that a reader unfamiliar with the
original journal article is thoroughly familiarized with the topic.

Formatting:
The seminar paper must not be longer than 15 pages (excluding appendices and the list of references). Tables
and figures to which you refer to in the text should also be placed in the text, and can be agreed on to not
count towards the 15 pages. Please use the following layout:

type size 12, spacing 2.0, indention 2.5 cm

The seminar paper and the presentation are an optimal opportunity to familiarize yourselves with the open-
source typesetting software Latex that is used nowadays in science. If you choose to prepare the paper in Word
please use the typeface “Times New Roman”.

Advices for preparing a seminar paper:

◦ use as few footnotes as possible.

◦ attach a bibliography to your paper.

◦ do not include lists of figures, tables or abbreviations. They are not necessary in such a short seminar
paper.

◦ properly cite all sources that you refer to.

◦ for references in the text follow the practice of international journals. Example: If you want to refer to an
article written by Hazan in 2009 cite it in the text as [...](Hazan, 2009). Please do not use footnotes for
citation.

Students who copy-paste from any source will automatically be expelled from the course. They
are graded with 5.0 and are furthermore reported to the registrar’s office (“Prüfungsamt”). Note
that also one-for-one translations from another language account as plagiarism.

The presentation
Every participant of the seminar acts as a presenter of his own topic (30 minutes) as well as a “first par-
ticipant in discussion” (around 5 minutes) of another topic of the seminar. The technical equipment for
the presentation (laptop, beamer, laser-pointer) will be provided by the institute. The slides have to be sent
to Matthias Beulmann (matthias.beulmann@uni-goettingen.de) as a .pdf file (no ppt files!) until
the day before the seminar, 18:00 latest.

If you are uncertain about the composition of your presentation the following advices might be helpful.

◦ The first 3 minutes of a presentation are crucial because you have the full attention of the audience. Use
them to deliver the main point/the takeaway of your talk

◦ The available speaking time of 30 minutes is not sufficient to say everything that could be said about the
topic.

◦ Practice the presentation several times beforehand to get a feeling for the time constraints etc.

You should pay attention to the following advices when preparing your slides:

◦ No more than 1 slide per minute

◦ Every slide should be equipped with a title

◦ The title should be self-explanatory

◦ No footnotes, detailed bibliographic information, long formulas, big tables or long sentences

◦ A slide with too little text is preferable to a slide with too much text, optimal are 20 - 40 words per slide

◦ A figure or a formula is worth a 1000 words

◦ Do not use fancy layouts (or other fancy Powerpoint options)
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Application form “Recent Topics in Macroeconomics – Climate Economics”, Win-
ter 2019/20

Please hand in this application form at room Oec 2.201 before 30.11.2019, 15:00. (or send a scanned version by
e-mail to matthias.beulmann@uni-goettingen.de).

Name:

Enrollment Number:

Email adress:

Subject:

Semester:

Exchange: (Yes/No)

Credits passed:

Courses passed at at the chair “Macroeconomics and Development”:

Preferred Topics (in order of preference):

1)

2)

3)

4)

I am aware of the fact that I might receive a topic not on my list of preferred topics and would
like to apply for a place in the seminar “Recent Topics in Macroeconomics – Climate Economics,
Winter 2019/20

(Signature)
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